Self-Guided Tuscany Gravel Bike Tour
Duration: 8 Days/7 Nights

The Tuscan Gravel Roads (Strade Bianche)

When people think about the best gravel riding in the world,
one place is at the top of the list, Tuscany. The gravel roads of
Tuscany are famous because they combine renowned unpaved
limestone roads (Strade Bianche), dramatic rolling topography,
and gorgeous medieval villages. Add to that incredible cuisine,
and you have a gravel riding paradise. The landscape blends
lush vineyards, olive groves, and cypress lined laneways. The
hills provide rewarding, undulating climbs rather than long
mountain ascents. With every crest of a Tuscan hill you are re-
warded with postcard-perfect scenery. On this tour the geogra-
phy will change dramatically as you cycle from one valley to
the next. You will begin in Chianti among forested hills, histor-
ic villas, and orderly rows of world-famous vineyards. Next is
the Val d'Orcia, a protected UNESCO World Heritage site
known for its dramatic ridges, iconic cypress-lined roads, and
golden wheat fields. You finish rolling through the Crete Sene-
si with its striking, lunar landscape and wide open vistas. Sixty
percent of the cycling on this bike tour is on gravel. You have
overnights in some of Tuscany’s most iconic hill towns includ-
ing Siena, Montalcino, Pienza, and Radda . You explore two
castles and tour a winery that makes the famous Brunello wine.
Make your gravel dreams come true on this weeklong adven-
ture in rural Tuscany.
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Route Rating

Moderate: 60% of this tour is
on dirt roads. 10-33 miles (15-
53 km) per day cycling over
hilly terrain.

Meet / Finish
Florence / Radda in Chianti

Highlights

 Explore the Brolio Castle

e Brunello winery tour

e Climb the walls of the
Montalcino Castle

e The Tuscan hill towns of
Siena, Montalcino, Pienza,
and Radda

« Beautiful vistas of vineyards
and olive groves

e Peaceful country roads

Other Questions?
Toll free 1 888 421 2418

info@charnestours.com




Self-Guided Tuscany Gravel Bike Tour
The Rides

Day 1
Gaiole in Chianti

The Badia a Coltibuono (the Abbey of the Good Harvest)
9 miles (14 km) Optional Ride

We meet in the center of Florence and shuttle together by pri-
vate van to Gaiole in Chianti. The drive takes approximately
1.5 hours. You check into your hotel and go to a restaurant for
lunch (included in the tour price). Over lunch your tour coordi-
nator explains the details of your bike trip and answers any
questions you may have. After lunch your tour coordinator re-
turns to Florence. Today’s ride is optional and is a mix of pave-
ment and gravel. The ride goes to the Badia a Coltibuono (the
Abbey of the Good Harvest). You can tour the abbey, explore
their winery, and visit their Renaissance garden. Dinner is on
your own in Gaiole.
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Castello di Spaltenna Hotel

Hotel

Castello di Spaltenna
Gaiole (1 night)

The Castello di Spaltenna
is an ancient castle turned
luxury hotel nestled
among vineyards.
www.spaltenna.it

The Ride

Day 1: 10 miles (14 km)
Long gradual uphill to the
Badia a Coltibuono.
Quick downhill back to
Gaiole in Chianti.
(optional ride)

Other Questions?
Toll free 1 888 421 2418
info@charnestours.com



Self-Guided Tuscany Gravel Bike Tour
The Rides

Day 2
Siena

Gaiole in Chianti to Siena
22 miles (36 km) with 12 miles (19 km) on dirt roads

After seven miles of pavement, you arrive at a dirt road. A
winding uphill takes you to the Castello di Brolio, a 1,000 year
old crenellated castle surrounded by Chianti vineyards. For a
fee you can tour the castle grounds. From the castle’s ramparts
you can see the towers of Siena. To sample the Brolio wines
visit the large wine shop in their renovated cellars. A winding
dirt road leads to the edge of Siena. You pass through a gate in
the city walls and enter a magnificent medieval town. Siena’s
center is delightfully car free. Every street leads to the dazzling
Piazza del Campo, one of Europe's greatest medieval squares.
Your hotel is in the historic center within walking distance of
all the major sites.
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Siena, Tuscany

Hotel

Hotel Athena

Siena (1 night)

A modern four-star hotel
with all of the comforts.
The Athena is located in
the historic center and
offers a beautiful terrace
with views of Siena.
www. hotelathena.com

The Ride

Day 2: 22 miles (36 km)
Today you experience the
white roads (Strade
Bianche of Tuscany. Lat-
er there is a climb to the
edge of

Siena.



Self-Guided Tuscany Gravel Bike Tour
The Rides

Day 3
Buonconvento

Siena to Buonconvento
24 miles (38 km), with 18 miles (29 km) on dirt roads

Leaving Siena’s southern gate you enter the Crete Senesi, one
of the most beautiful landscapes in Italy. The Crete Senesi are a
photographer’s paradise. Artists return regularly to capture the
beauty of the countryside as it changes with the seasons. In
spring the wind blows through lush green wheat fields creating
waves in the hillsides. Green hills turn golden yellow under the
summer sun. Vibrant yellow sunflowers reach for the sky in
July. Your hotel is in Buonconvento, a walled village with bas-
tions and a lovely town hall. Like Siena, Buonconvento is a red
brick medieval town.
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Hotel

Hotel Ghibellino
Buonconvento (1 night)
The Ghibellino is a small
modern hotel located next
to the historic center. The
rooms are modern, quiet,
and air-conditioned.
www.hotelghibellino.it

The Ride

Day 3: 24 miles (38 km)
A long gradual uphill on a
dirt road leads to
Buonconvento.

Montalcino, Tuscany




Self-Guided Tuscany Gravel Bike Tour
The Rides

Day 4
Montalcino

Buonconvento to Montalcino
14 miles (22 km), with 9 miles (14 km) on dirt roads

A big climb on a dirt road leads to Montalcino, a spectacular
hill town surrounded by the breathtaking Val d'Orcia Natural
Park. You can visit the Montalcino castle and its well-stocked
enoteca or wine bar. Be sure to climb the steps to the top of the
castle walls for panoramic views. Montalcino is best known for
its Brunello wine, Italy’s most famous red. Because of the
highest quality grapes Brunello can be aged for long periods,
improving as the years go by. If you are interested in learning
more, a winery visit can be scheduled.

Day §

Montalcino to Pienza
23 miles (37 km), with 12 miles (19 km) on dirt roads

A rolling dirt road leads to Pienza. Ochre-colored Pienza is a
rare example of Renaissance town planning. The town was
built in just three years, between 1459 and 1462. The finest ar-
chitects of the time set out to design harmonious, utopian spac-
es centered around a dazzling piazza. Remarkably what they
created has been perfectly preserved. Pienza also has some fan-
tastic family-run restaurants serving authentic Tuscan fare
made with the freshest local ingredients.
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Hotels

Hotel Dei Capitani
Montalcino (1 night)
This hotel features incred-
ible views, a swimming
pool, and renovated
rooms. The hotel is locat-
ed in an 18th century
building on the edge of
the historic center.
www.deicapitani.it

Hotel Corsignano
Pienza (1 night)

The Corsignano has
breathtaking views of the
Orcia Valley and offers a
terrace with a hot tub.
Rooms are spacious and
modern.
www.hotelcorsignano.it

The Rides

Day 4: 14 miles (22 km)
The highest climb of the
tour takes you to
Montalcino. The climb
and descent are unpaved
and include some sections
with a 15% grade.

Day 5, 23 mi (37 km)
The ride begins with a
long downhill from
Montalcino and ends with
a big uphill to Pienza.

Other Questions?
Toll free 1 888 421 2418
info@charnestours.com



Self-Guided Tuscany Gravel Bike Tour
The Rides

Day 6
Asciano

Pienza to Asciano
32 miles (52 km), with 20 miles (32 km) on dirt roads

Ride through the Crete Senesi, where rolling clay hills, cy-
press-lined ridges, and isolated stone farmhouses create a land-
scape right out of a Renaissance painting. Leaving Pienza, the
road undulates through open countryside with long panoramic
views. Stop for lunch at the Abbazia di Monte Oliveto Maggi-
ore, renowned for its absorbing Renaissance frescoes. The
route mixes quiet provincial roads, steady climbs, and flowing
descents.

Day 7
Radda in Chianti

Asciano to Radda in Chianti
33 miles (53 km), with 18 miles (29 km) on dirt roads

Rolling dirt roads lead you through the medieval towns of
Castelnuovo Berardenga. After a final uphill push you arrive in
Radda in Chianti, a hill town protected by massive stone walls.
Your hotel is in a converted ancient manor house in the historic
center.
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Hotels

Hotel La Pace

Asciano (1 night)
Three-star Hotel La Pace
is located just outside the
historic center of Asciano.
www.hotellapace.net/

Palazzo San Niccolo
Radda in Chianti (1 night)
This four-star hotel is lo-
cated in a 15th Century
palace.
www.hotelsanniccolo.com

The Rides

Day 4: 32 miles (52 km)
Rolling dirt roads in open
countryside lead to Asci-
ano. Along the way visit
the Abbey of Monte
Oliveto Maggiore.

Day 5, 33 mi (53 km)
Rolling terrain with a
steep final uphill to Radda
in Chianti.

Brolio Castle and Winery
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Montalcino Castle

. Day 8 Sites of Interest
Bike Tour End Winery Tours
Optional winery tours are
available at the Badia a

After breakfast in the hotel check out and continue your Coltibuono (Chianti Clas-
travels. We can help you with your travel plans. sico) and Poggio Antico
(Brunello).

DEPARTURE ON LAST DAY OF TOUR

Your bike tour ends in the town of Radda in Chianti. You can
take a bus to continue your travels. Private car transport can be
arranged if you prefer. Busses are limited so you will need to
plan accordingly.

Bus travel times are listed below:
Bus, Radda to Firenze: 1 hour 30 minutes (3 per day)
Bus, Radda to Siena: 1 hour (5 per day)

Other Questions?
Toll free 1 888 421 2418
info@charnestours.com



