
 

 

Guided Siena Bike Tour 

Duration:  5 Days/4 Nights (additional night available) 

In the center of Italy lies the marvelous wine growing region of 
Tuscany, home of the extraordinary Chianti Classico wine.  
Rolling hills covered with ancient vineyards and medieval vil-
lages make for a landscape right out of a Renaissance painting.  
This tour takes you through the heart of Chianti.  We spend 
two nights in Chianti’s unofficial capital Greve where we enjoy 
a hands-on cooking class.  We tour a 400-year old winery and 
are sample their wines and olive oils.  In Radda we sojourn in a 
four-star hotel located in a renovated Renaissance palace.  Our 
tour ends in gothic Siena, known for its beautiful architecture 
and annual bareback horserace known as the Palio.  This tour 
features beautiful cycling on Tuscany’s prettiest back roads.  
Van support is always available for refreshments, a lift up a 
hill, or a change of clothes. 

From Florence to Siena 
Route Rating 

Moderate: 10-20 miles per day 
cycling over hilly terrain. 
 

Meet / Finish 

Florence / Siena 

 

Highlights 

 Hands-on cooking class 

 Winery visit with guided 
wine and oil tasting 

 Towns of Greve, Radda, and 
Siena 

 Beautiful Tuscan cycling 
with peaceful roads and van 
support) 
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Other Questions? 

Toll free 1 888 491 2760  
info@charnestours.com 

Our Dates Don't Work? 

Consider one of our self-guided cycling trips. We can 
schedule a self-guided bike tour whenever you want. 



 

 

Guided Siena Bike Tour 

The Rides 

Faltignano to Greve 

15 miles (24 kilometres)  
 

In the morning we meet in the center of Florence and drive to 
our bicycle storage in the countryside.  We fit you on your bike 
and begin our first ride.  Our first stop is a 16th century winery.  
The area between Florence and Siena is called Chianti and is 
known for its extraordinary namesake wine, the Chianti Classi-
co.  Chianti wines feature alluring bouquets, rich flavors and 
supple tannins.  The winery also produces its own smooth and 
mild extra virgin olive oil.  Lunch at the winery is included is 
included on day 1.  After lunch it’s an easy ride to your hotel in 
Greve.  Your hotel sits on a 1,000 year old piazza in the center 
of town.  Greve has fabulous medieval buildings and great 
wine and cheese shops.  Two kilometers away on a hillside 
overlooking Greve sits the tiny ancient hamlet of Mon-
tefioralle.  During our two day stay in Greve you should hike 
up to this whimsical village.  Dinner on your own in Greve. 

Day 1 

Greve 

Hotel 
Albergo Del Chianti 
Greve (2 nights) 
Located in an 11th centu-
ry building on the main 
piazza of Greve. This 
family run hotel features a 
pool and air conditioning. 
The owners serve wine 
and olive oil from their 
nearby farm. 
www.albergodelchianti.it 
 

The Ride 

Day 1: 15 easy miles (24 
km), with a short uphill 
followed by a long, 
breathtaking downhill  
into the town of Greve. 
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Guided Siena Bike Tour 

The Rides 

Greve to the cooking school 
6 miles (10 kilometres) 
Extra miles available 

 

Don’t eat too much at this morning’s buffet breakfast because 
today we have our Tuscan cooking class.  After breakfast ride 3 
miles (5 km) to the cooking school.  Here you will spend the 
morning learning some of the staples of Tuscan cuisine.  This 
is not a cooking demonstration.  You will be given an apron 
and will soon have your hands deep in pasta dough.  A three 
course lunch will be prepared using the freshest local ingredi-
ents.  After a leisurely lunch enjoy a quick ride back to Greve 
or opt for a longer loop through the rolling countryside.  While 
in Greve be sure to visit the Enoteca Falorni, Chianti’s best 
wine shop.  The shop has automatic wine dispensers.  Buy a 
card and help yourself to different vintages.  Dinner on your 
own in Greve.  

Cooking Class 

Day 2 includes a cooking 
class.  We spend the 
morning with an Italian 
chef preparing Tuscan 
specialities with the  
freshest local ingredients. 

The Ride 

Day 2, 6 mi (10 km) 
Uphill to the cooking 
class then downhill back 
to the hotel.  Extra miles 
available. 
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Day 2 

Greve 



 

 

Guided Siena Bike Tour 

The Rides 

Greve to Radda 

13 miles (21 kilometres) 
Longer cycling options available 

 

A winding uphill leads to the village of Panzano.  The town 
was originally a medieval fortress and still preserves some of 
its original walls and towers.  After Panzano there are three cy-
cling options.  Option one is an 8 km (5 mile) detour to the lit-
tle hamlet of Volpaia.  The village features a few twisty streets, 
a winery and two restaurants.  Option two takes you an extra 
14 km to the Badia di Coltibuono (Abbey of the Good Har-
vest).  Here you will find a fabulous country restaurant with a 
panoramic view.  After lunch (not included in tour price) you 
can tour the abbey’s gardens and cellars.  Option three is a 
short ride to our final destination, Radda in Chianti.  Our four-
star hotel is on the town’s main pedestrian thoroughfare.  The 
hotel is in a 500-year old building that has been impeccably 
renovated preserving its Renaissance charm.  The main pedes-
trian street is lined with artisans shops where you can peruse 
handmade leather goods and majolica ceramics. Dinner on 
your own in Radda in Chianti. 

Site of Interest 
Badia a Coltibuono 

The Badia a Coltibuono 
or “Abbey of Good Har-
vest” is a 1,000 year old 
abbey transformed into a 
private estate.  Have 
lunch at their outstanding 
restaurant and tour the 
winery and gardens. 
www.coltibuono.com 

 

Ceramics 

Visit a family-run ceram-
ics shop where colourful 
Italian majolica pottery is 
hand painted and glazed. 
www.rampiniceramics.com 

 

The Ride 

Day 3, 13 mi (21 km) 
A hilly ride with spectac-
ular views.  Big uphill to 
Panzano.  Three different 
cycling options available 
after Panzano.  Mileage 
varies. 
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Day 3 

Radda 

Hotel 
Hotel San Niccolo 

Radda (1 night) 
This four-star hotel is  
located in a 15th century 
palace. The rooms feature 
wooden ceiling beams, 
terracotta floors, and  
marble bathrooms with 
Jacuzzi tubs or showers. 
www.hotelsanniccolo.com 

Other Questions? 

Toll free 1 888 491 2760  
info@charnestours.com 



 

 

Guided Siena Bike Tour 

The Rides 

Radda to Siena 

20 miles (33 kilometres) 
 

Today’s ride goes south following the Arbia river.  A fast 
downhill leads to the spectacular Brolio Castle.  Brolio looks 
like a castle should with high rampants, stone towers, Renais-
sance gardens, and 360 degree views.  It was here that Baron 
Ricasoli penned the formula for Chianti Classico wine back in 
1872.  We tour the castle grounds and try their best wines.  
Leaving the castle we turn off the main road and onto a strada 
bianca (dirt road).  This unpaved section is part of the Eroica 
route.  The Eroica is a popular vintage cycling event held once 
per year. We cycle past a modern sculpture garden.  Keep an 
eye out for some roadside eclectic modern art.  A long twisty 
downhill leads to Siena.  On a clear day you can see the towers 
of Siena from many miles away.  We cycle past Siena’s famous 
Piazza del Campo on our way to our 4-star hotel.  Twice a year 
this piazza is home to Europe’s most daring horse race known 
as the Palio.  While in Siena climb the Torre del Mangia for 
spectacular city views.  For something more macabre, visit the 
Church of San Domenico to see the perfectly preserved head of 
Saint Catherine (Italy’s patron saint).  Saint Catherine died in 
1380 and the Sienese have been jealously guarding her head 
ever since.  Dinner on your own in Siena.  

Hotel 
Hotel Athena 

Siena (1 night) 
A modern four-star hotel 
with all of the comforts. 
The Athena is located in 
the historic center and has 
a panoramic terrace. 
www.hotelathena.com 

 

The Ride 

Day 4, 20 mi (30 km) 
Ride through quiet stone-

villages while admiring 
the towers of Siena in the 
distance.  There is a short 
steep uphill followed by a 
long gradual downhill. 

Other Questions? 

Toll free 1 888 491 2760 

info@charnestours.com 
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Day 4 

Siena 



 

 

Our Dates Don't Work? 

Consider Self-Guided 

Consider one of our self-
guided cycling trips. We 
can schedule a self-guided 
bike tour whenever you 
want. 
 

Have a Group of Four? 

With a group of four or 
more we can schedule a 
guided tour whenever you 
want. 

Day 5 

Bike Tour End 
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Other Questions? 

Toll free 1 888 491 2760 

info@charnestours.com 

Want longer or shorter 
rides?  
Additional rides are al-
ways available if you 
want more miles. 

Guided Siena Bike Tour 

The Rides 

After breakfast in the hotel you check out and continue your 
travels.  We will assist you with your travel plans. 
 

DEPARTURE ON LAST DAY OF TOUR 

Your bicycle tour will end in the town of Siena.  Siena is well 
connected by train or bus.  Travel times are listed below: 
 

Siena to Firenze (bus):   1 hour 15 minutes 

Siena to Firenze (train):  1 hour 10 minutes (fastest train) 
Siena to Rome (train):   2 hour 53 minutes (fastest train) 
 

Note: If you are travelling to Firenze (Florence) the bus is usu-
ally faster and easier.  The bus stop is more centrally 
located and the busses are air-conditioned. 


